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an impious custom in the island. He says that those who sacrifice to idols pay a sum of money to the governor for leave to do so. And when some of them were baptized and ceased to offer sacrifices to idols, the same governor, even after their baptism, compels them to pay the sum which they used to give for permission to sacrifice. And when the bishop reproved him, he said that he had promised so large a sum of money to procure his appointment to his office,1 that he could not possibly make it up without resorting to such expedients as this.2
" The island of Corsica, too, is oppressed with such heavy exactions, levied besides with so much extortion, that the people can hardly meet them even by selling their children. Hence it comes to pass that those who own estates in the island forsake the Holy Empire, and are compelled to take refuge with the infamous Lombards. For what outrage can the barbarians inflict on them more cruel than to force them by oppression and extortion to sell their own children ?
" In the island of Sicily we are informed that Stephen, the chartulary of the maritime district,8 is guilty of such injustice and oppression, in seizing the possessions of private individuals and claiming their lands and houses for the State, without any action at law, that a large volume would not suffice to record all his evil deeds.
" I beg my Most Serene Lady to carefully consider these facts and to still the groans of the oppressed. For I do not believe that these doings have ever come to your ears. Had they done so, they would surely not have continued until now. But they ought to be brought under the Emperor's notice at a favourable moment, that he may remove this great, this grievous weight from his own soul, from his Empire, and from his children. I know, indeed, that he will say that whatever money is collected from these islands is sent back to us for the expenses of Italy. But I answer that he ought to still the grief of the oppressed within his Empire, even though less money be sent to Italy in consequence. It may be that the reason why the large sums
1  " Suffragium."   Gussanvillaeus says: " Sufragium hie   usurpatur pro pecunia, quae suffragatoribus aulicis datur promittiturve honoris adipiscendi causa."   Compare Just. Novel. 8.
2  See above, p. 150.
3  On this official see Hartmann's note in loc.